Socialist Worker 

For Workers’ Power and International Socialism 22 March 2002 Gold Coin 


As Helen C 

lark meets 

George Bush 

AMERICA 

PLANS 

NUCLEAR 

y v 

E53t 

i 

i 

Read more 
on page 3 


500,000 march 
for peace in 
Barcelona, Spain 



‘Europe without capitalism and war - another world is possible’ 





HALF A MILLION MARCH ll\l BARCELONA 


They chanted: ‘Against 
the Europe of capital’ 

Half a million people joined protests against the European Un¬ 
ion summit in Barcelona, Spain, on 16-17 March. 

As well as opposing the more market policies of Europe’s 
leaders, demonstrators demanded an end to US war moves 
and rights for immigrants. 

A popular chant was: “Against the Europe of capital”. 

While most of the protesters came from Spain, there were 
unionists and anti-capitalists from all over Europe. 

Barcelona is the biggest anti-capitalist mobilisation in the 
Western world in recent years. 

The movement to globalise resistance to capitalism, which 
started at Seattle in 1999 with protests against the World Trade 
Organisation, hasn’t disappeared because of the US war. 

Instead, it has grown stronger, and now targets the armed 
state as well as the corporate bosses. 
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what we think 


OUTRAGE AT BUSH’S WAR DRIVE 


Fear and anger has swept the globe after rev¬ 
elations of George Bush’s latest war plans. 

Leaks from the US military’s Nuclear 
Posture Review show plans to use nuclear 
weapons against China, Russia, Iran, Iraq, 
North Korea, Syria and Libya. 

It seriously talks about more Hiroshimas, 
more Nagasakis, more wars which could 
destroy all life on the planet. 

And for Bush’s gang it is now not a matter of 
if, but of when and how, the war with Iraq will 
begin. That war will certainly kill huge numbers 
of innocents. 

Who can be sure that Bush will draw back 


• In Britain, Tony Benn, a former Labour 
Party cabinet minister, has called on workers 
to “Stop the buses, stop the trains, stop the 
schools and the workplaces” for one hour in 
protest at an attack on Iraq. 

This kind of action is needed right around 
the world. But here in New Zealand such 
political strikes are illegal. 

That means as well as challenging the 
war, we need to challenge the anti-strike 
clauses in the Employment Relations Act. 

As Finsec union organiser Karen Skinner 
said at anti-war meeting last year: “In our 
fight to stop this war we also have to fight 
for workers’ rights to be able to organise 
against it.” 

Socialist Worker is doing just that with 


from dropping nukes? Nobody. 

The Bush administration is also pressuring 
the New Zealand government to drop our 
anti-nuclear policy. 

Washington’s arm-twisting came ahead of 
Helen Clark’s meeting with the US president 
on March 26. 

Clark promises that the nuclear-free policy is 
not negotiable. And she says there are “no plans” 
for New Zealand to send troops to Iraq. 

Clark’s hesitation to bow down to US war 
plans, despite huge pressure from Washing¬ 
ton, is a reflection of a massive anti-war mood 
in New Zealand. Most people don’t want war 


our freedom to strike campaign. 

We’re holding stalls on the street and out¬ 
side workplaces to popularise anti-capitalist 
politics. This includes campaigns against 
the US war, against John Banks and for the 
freedom to strike. 

Join us in this socialist outreach work. 
Contact Socialist Worker today. 

• NZ peace activists need to lay the ground 
now for a big response when Bush launches 
his next war. 

In AUCKLAND, come to the founding 
meeting of a Peace & Justice Network. 
Elsewhere, contact local peace group: 

• WELLINGTON Don 972 3298. 

• CHRISTCHURCH Don 385 5268. 


with Iraq or whoever else the US state targets 
as “the enemy”. 

But while many European leaders have 
condemned Bush’s plans to attack Iraq, Clark 
continues to give moral and political support 
to Bush’s “war without end”. 

And let’s not forget Clark promised that the 
NZ air force hercules in Afghanistan would be 
flying for the World Food Organisation. 

Instead, the NZ planes are taking part in 
US-led military operations. 

We can’t rely on Labour’s politicians. We 
must build a mass movement against war and 
its source, the capitalist system. 




■ Inspiration from Barcelona 


Proposal to form Peace & 
Justice Network in Auckland 

• Monday 8 April at 7.30pm. 

• Trade Union Centre, 147 Great 


lYade wars lead to shooting wars 



Local bosses and media have 
been quick to link a free trade 
deal with America to NZ support 
for Bush’s wars. 

This shows how, under capital¬ 
ism, economics and war are closely 
linked. 

Economic competition be¬ 
tween corporations leads to eco¬ 
nomic and military competition 
between states. Trade wars lead to 
shooting wars. 

Thomas Friedman, a journalist 
close to the US state department, 
put it this way: 

“The hidden hand of the mar¬ 
ket will never work without the 
hidden fist. The hidden fist that 
keeps the world safe for Silicon 


Valley’s technologies to flourish is 
called the US army, air force, navy 
and marine corps.” 

The US state is throwing its 
military weight around. It’s also 
flexing its economic muscle by 
imposing tariffs (import taxes) to 
protect US steel company profits. 

The tariffs aren't aimed at 
the so called “axis of evil”. They 
will hit US allies in Europe and 
East Asia. 

This sets the scene for a trade 
war, and that will make the world 
a more dangerous place. 

A recent report by Fred Berg- 
sten, director of the Institute 
for International Economics 
in Washington, notes that East 


Asian economies could form a 
trade bloc to compete with North 
America. 

This, says Bergsten, “would 
push the world toward a tripolar 
configuration that could be ex¬ 
tremely dangerous in security as 
well as economic terms”. 

In other words, Europe and 
East Asia could move from be¬ 
ing economic to military rivals of 
American capitalism. 

Decisions taken at the Euro¬ 
pean Union summit in Barcelona 
show that European governments 
are focused on competing with 
America. 

A news report notes that EU 
leaders were “serious about free 


market reforms that would help 
Europe match America’s eco¬ 
nomic dynamism”. 

The EU has even decided to 
compete in space, spending $6.8 
billion on a new Galileo satellite 
navigation syste. According to an 
NZ Herald report: 

“American engineers and poli¬ 
ticians had campaigned vigorously 
against Galileo, saying Europe 
should stick with existing US glo¬ 
bal positioning satellites, but Eu¬ 
rope feared the Americans could 
switch off their satellites during 
war or political disputes.” 

To make the world a safe and 
just place, we have to get rid of 
every part of capitalism. 


Organise against the war 

New Zealand business and George Bush’s government are putting lots of 
pressure on Labour to drop the no-nukes policy and to support the war 
against Iraq, as the price for a free trade deal with America. This pressure 
from above must be met with pressure from below. 
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Break NZ silence on Zionist terror 



by GRANT BROOKES 

50 were on a demo outside the 
Israeli Embassy in Wellington 
on the morning of 15 March. 

They were protesting against 
the invasion of Palestinian areas 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
by 20,000 Israeli troops, the big¬ 
gest attack in 35 years. 

Protest organiser Omar 
Khamoun of the Wellington 
Palestine Group said the morn¬ 
ing had been chosen in the hope 
of getting TV coverage, even 
though it limited the numbers 
who could take part. 

But the mainstream media 
ignored protesters’ calls for an 
end to Israeli violence. 

At the same time, a smaller 
group were taking the message 
to Auckland’s Queen Street. 

The silence of the New Zea¬ 
land government over Israel’s 
onslaught has been deafening. 

Israel’s bloody invasion killed 
150 or more Palestinians in the 
first two weeks of March alone. 

Israeli troops shot dead a 
doctor in his ambulance, a 9- 
year-old boy and a hospital 
director driving to work. 

Over the 17-month intifada, 
or uprising, Palestinians have 
suffered four times as many 
casualties as the Israelis. 

A third killed by Israeli troops 
have been children. 


As Helen Clark prepared to 
fly to Washington, all eyes were 
fixed on the “glittering prize” of 
a NZ-US free trade pact. 

Labour prizes the profits of 
New Zealand business above all 
else. That means staying on side 


with George Bush. 

The US president was hailed 
by the media for sending a 
“peace envoy” to the region and 
backing a Palestinian state. 

But America’s motives are 
cynical. As the Dominion pointed 


out, Bush would like a pause in 
the conflict to help build “a con¬ 
sensus for taking possible action 
against Iraq”. 

Last October, Bush made a 
similar statement to win Arab 
support for the war in Afghani¬ 
stan. 

Once the “coalition” was 
stitched up, support for the Pal¬ 
estinians was quietly dropped. 

In reality, Bush backs Israel. 
America supplies the bombs the 
Zionists are raining down on the 
Palestinians almost daily. 

So Labour’s silence about Is¬ 
rael’s barbarity is part of the un¬ 
spoken price of better prospects 
for New Zealand capitalism. 

Omar told Socialist Worker: 
“We know Helen Clark had 
sympathy with the Palestinian 
people in the past.” 

“But it’s no longer acceptable 
just to say we support the Pales¬ 
tinian people and the violence 
must stop. 

“Palestinians are dying by 
the dozens every day. We want 
the NZ government to clearly 
condemn the Israeli government 
for the war crimes it’s commit¬ 
ting right now.” 


NZ picket backs Indonesian workers 


WELLINGTON 
PUBLIC MEETING 


Peace & Justice 
in Palestine 

SPEAKERS 

• KEITH LOCKE Green MP 

• DON CARSON Wellington 
Palestine Group 

• GRANT BROOKES Socialist 
Worker 

Wednesday, 27 March, 
at 7.30pm 

Crossways, corner Elisabeth & 
Broughan Sts, Mt Victoria 

Joint hosts: Socialist Worker and 
Students for Justice in Palestine 


by DON FRANKS 

A dozen Service & Food Workers Union 
members and officals stood in the rain 
and picketed the Indonesian Embassy in 
Wellington on 20 March. 

We were showing solidarity with our fellow 
workers in Indonesia’s service industry. 

Our Indonesian brothers and sisters were 
sacked from the Shangri-La hotel chain in 
Jakarta over a year ago. 

Other affiliates of the International Union 
of Food Workers around the world are also 
supporting the Indonesian workers. 

They continue to demonstrate in Jakarta 
twice a week demanding reinstatement. 

After being sacked, the hotel workers were 
beaten up by the police on the picket line. 

The sacked, beaten workers had been 
demanding union rights at work. 


The Freedom of Association Committee of 
the International Labour Organisation has 
provisionally ruled that the workers were 
illegally dismissed and that union rights at 
the Shangri-La were grossly violated. 

The ILO is part of the United Nations 
architecture. 

This is Indonesia’s longest-running and 
most visible labour dispute 

The workers’ plight came to wider interna¬ 
tional attention when Indonesian police also 
arrested Ron Oswald, general secreatary of 
the International Union of Food Workers. 

He had joined the Jakarta picket to sup¬ 
port members of his union. 

The Wellington protest handed a letter 
to the embassy with the clear message that 
support for our abused fellow workers in 
Indonesia will be ongoing until justice is 
done. 
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Message from Zimbabwe socialist 


‘We need an indefinite general strike’ 


There is a race in Zimbabwe between workers’ revolt and military 
crackdown as the country slides into economic ruin and political 
repression. 

The International Socialist Organisation is easily the most important 
socialist group in Zimbabwe.The ISO, a sister organisation of Socialist 
Worker, is doing important work to rally workers against the dictator of 
Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe 

Rosa Zulu, a leader of the ISO, sent this message to Socialist Worker 
on 19 March: 


The Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions 
(ZCTU) finally called for a three-day 
stayaway 20-22 March in protest against: 

■ The state’s disregard for trade union 
freedoms. 

■ An attempt by the state to weaken the 
ZCTU and expose workers to unchal¬ 
lenged victimisation. 

■ The harassment, beatings and sackings 
of workers after the presidential elec¬ 
tions. 

This stayaway has been called as a result 
of massive pressure from ordinary workers, 
militant unions and the ISO. 

Even then, ZCTU’s call has been half¬ 
hearted and not properly organised or 
publicised. 

We welcome this move by ZCTU but 
say three days of stayaway are not enough. 
What we need is an indefinite general 
strike. 

The Movement for Democratic Change 
(MDC) has been publicly claiming to be 
against a coalition government of national 
unity. 

But we have heard that the MDC is 
privately planning negotiations with the 
Mugabe regime. The plan is to form a tran¬ 
sitional coalition government and then call 
for fresh elections in six months. 

The crisis in Zimbabwe is too deep for 
any government of national “unity” to 


survive. 

The mass of ordinary workers are totally 
opposed to having anything to do with Mu¬ 
gabe and his ZANU party. 

On 19 March, the ISO’s offices resem¬ 
bled the offices of the ZCTU. 

We had been distributing our leaflet 
calling on workers to go on the three-day 
strike, but also warning that the struggle 
could become longer. 

Our phones didn’t stop ringing as 
workers called for the latest details and to 
confirm the three days of action. 

The ISO included more demands in our 
leaflet. 

We demanded the removal of the latest 
repressive security law (POSA), the intro¬ 
duction into parliament of a labour law 
that protects workers, and the total scrap¬ 
ping of college and university fees. 

Given the crisis, it’s likely that these 
demands will be met with force from the 
state. 

If the state responds violently, this could 
lead to an indefinite general strike. 

ZCTU general secretary Wellington 
Chibhebhe and two other top ZCTU 
officials have been arrested under the 
POSA law. 

We are calling for international solidar¬ 
ity in the form of: 

■ Pickets and demonstrations outside 



Protest in Zimbabwe against 
Mugabe’s regime 


Zimbabwe’s embassies centred on the 
demands of ZCTU and ISO. 

■ Solidarity emails to ISO (isozim@ 
hotmail.com) and ZCTU (zctu@mango. 
zw). 

■ Donations of money. We need more re¬ 
sources to keep the struggle of workers 
going in Zimbabwe. 


Appeal to support ‘Socialist Worker’ in 

Zimbabwe & Aotearoa 

‘Socialist Worker’ has responded to the request of 
Zimbabwe socialists for money to help their life- 
and-death struggle. 

Half the money from this appeal will be sent to 
our comrades in Zimbabwe. 

Please give generously. The ‘Socialist Worker’ 
papers published in Zimbabwe and Aotearoa are 
both voices of grassroots liberation. 


list 3 


AUCKLAND: Dean $30; Jane $60; John $50; 
Tom $90; Fundraising $21. 

HAMILTON: Bruce $75. 

WELLINGTON: Don $200; Gordon $50; 
Fundraising $20. 


Total so far 


$3070 



Send donations to 

Box 13-685 Auckland 

(Make cheques out to In Print Publishing) 
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Classic greed hurts 
New Plymouth workers 


by ALLISTER DIETSCHIN 

March 15 saw the closure of 
Classic Manufacturing’s New 
Plymouth clothing factory. 

It spelt the end o work for 50 
women workers, some of them 
working with the company for 
more than 30 years. 

According to union members, 
the company is moving opera¬ 
tions to Auckland. 

Contract workers will be used 
to reduce labour costs and keep 
unionised workers out of the 
company. 

Up to 30 members of the 
Clothing Workers Union from 
Classic went on strike on March 
8 - International Women’s 
Day. 

The strike was called to pro¬ 
test the failure of the company 
to negotiate a redundancy agree¬ 
ment. 

In 1991, Classic used the Em¬ 
ployment Contracts Act to strip 
workers of redundancy and 
overtime pay. 

The last contract expired in 
April 2001. 

Because Classic directors 
Bruce Skelton and Grant Camp¬ 
bell and local manager Todd 
Rawson refused to give work¬ 
ers a pay increase, or to return 


redundancy provisions, no new 
agreement was reached. 

Management argued that if 
the New Plymouth factory was 
to remain open, there could be 
no wage rises. 

In September 2000, around 20 
workers were made redundant. 
They weren’t going to get any 
redundancy, but the union was 
able to negotiate four weeks’ pay 
in lieu of notice. 

This time the company refuses 
even this modest amount. 

Classic says that the factory is 
costing because its operational 
costs are too high. 

But wages there range from 
$7.55 to $8.78 an hour for ma¬ 
chinists. 

The bottom rate would have 
been below the minimum wage, 
which is due to increase to $8. 

Classic has chosen to close 
its Taranaki operations after 
77 years because it has found a 
more profitable way to produce 
its product. 

This is part of the doctrine of 
free trade and globalisation. 

Workers all round the world 
are forced to compete with each 
other in a “race to the bottom” in 
terms of wages and conditions. 

Meanwhile, companies go for 
ever higher profits. 



Fighting to the end: Classic’s women workers strike 
on International Women’s Day 


talking union 


KICKING TOGETHER 


by DON FRANKS 

“Unions - still alive and kick¬ 
ing”. 

That’s the heading on a 
postcard listing 21 unions 
making up the Council of Trade 
Unions. That card appeared 
when unions were crushed be¬ 
neath National’s Employment 
Contracts Act. 

It was a defiant statement at 
a time when many bosses were 
crowing that unions were dead 
and buried. 

While employers celebrated 
the Contracts Act, workers suf¬ 
fered. Wages, conditions and 
safety standards fell. Casu- 
alisation increased, trailing 
its long shadows of indignity, 
insecurity and stress. 

Gross injustices like the 
Contracts Act don’t go unchal¬ 
lenged forever. 

Increasing pressure from 
below forced Labour to make 
scrapping the Contracts Act a 
key election promise. 

The end of the Contracts Act 
saw a rise in workers’ confi¬ 
dence and union relevance. 
Union membership rose by 
nearly 6%. 

The merger of the Council 
of Trade Unions and the Trade 
Union Federation united main¬ 
stream unionism for the first 
time since 1993. 

This newly reassembled 
union movement wasn’t just 
there for show. 

The last quarter of 2001 
saw 23,000 strike days - more 
than 1998, 1999 and 2000 
combined. 

A significant number of 
these strikes weren’t just 
defensive actions, but steps 
forward to secure new im¬ 
provements. Like the Auckland 
watersiders’ actions, which won 
a 13% pay increase, greater 
workers control of shift rosters 
and the inclusion of part- time 
and casual workers in the one 
collective agreement. 

Despite some impressive 
gains like this, staggering work¬ 
place inequalities remain. 

For example, Canterbury 
District Health Board’s chief 
executive sits on $360,000 a 
year, while the workers who 
clean her office clear less than 
$10 an hour. 

Financial injustice is not the 
only urgent item in any union’s 
intray. 

Workers still suffer a shock¬ 
ing 500 workplace-related 
fatalities each year. 


There’s also widespread 
dissatisfaction with understaff¬ 
ing. This not only makes work 
harder, but also denies work¬ 
ers the satisfaction of produc¬ 
ing quality. 

Recent protests show how 
workers care about doing a 
good job. 

Along with wages, a con¬ 
stant demand of health and 
education workers has been 
getting the staff and resources 
to deliver quality. 

Every march of striking 
nurses has featured placards 
demanding quality public 
health care. No rally of striking 
teachers has assembled with¬ 
out banners demanding better 
public education. 

In summary, workers are 
actively demanding a better 
quality of life than the present 
system is willing or able to 
deliver. 

It’s a very healthy sign that 
such a widespread and militant 
workers’ fightback is develop¬ 
ing across the country. This 
push from below really does 
make unions alive and kicking. 

To make this fightback even 
more effective, unions need to 
take the next logical step. 

To do their job properly, 
unions need to start kicking 
together. 

Today there’s an urgent 
need for more union co-opera¬ 
tion and unity. 

Too often, unions have 
been doing their own thing 
in isolation from their closest 
allies. 

Isolated unionism can’t 
realise our full potential as 
workers. 

Whether they are univer¬ 
sity, polytech, secondary, 
preschool or primary school 
teachers, workers in the 
education system all share the 
same goals. 

If all the education workers 
went on strike and demonstrat¬ 
ed together, the gains would 
be bigger. 

If all health workers 
marched together, they would 
win more too. 

And if all public and private 
sector workers united as one 
class, there would be no limit 
to what we could win. 

The united action of work¬ 
ers as a class is the road 
towards ridding ourselves of 
the capitalist system - the root 
cause of low pay, understaff¬ 
ing, insecurity and stunted 
lives. 
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Put ‘Constable A’ on trial 


by GRANT BROOKES 

The lawyer for the Wallace family has 
asked the High Court in New Plymouth 
to hear a charge of murder against the 
policeman who shot Steven Wallace two 
years ago. 

The family’s long struggle for justice has 
been blocked by the authorities at every 
turn. But a campaign to put ‘Constable A’ 
- Keith Abbott - on trial is growing. 

Most recently, two JPs ruled that the of¬ 
ficer had no case to answer. The JPs are local 
farmer John More and local businessman 
Bob Moffat. 

The normal duties of a JP are to sign the 
back of passport photos or witness oaths. 
Giving them the right to stop a murder trial 
makes a mockery of justice. 

Moffat admitted he’d made up his mind 
even before hearing all the evidence. 

And who thinks that a Pakeha farmer and 
businessman in Taranaki would make a cop 
stand trial for shooting a young Maori man, 
whatever the evidence? 

Gunned down 

‘Constable A’ gunned Steven down in a 
Waitara street in April 2000. 

One witness told the NZ Herald that he 
heard Abbott calling Steven “Dave”. 

Abbott had a long-standing feud with 
another young Maori man in Waitara, 
Dave Toa. Did this influence his decision 
to shoot? 

Another witness said Steven was shot 
after he dropped his weapons. 

A police expert confirmed that Abbott 
didn’t follow police procedure. He wasn’t 
even on duty at the time. 

None of this evidence and much more 
besides has ever been presented in court. 

Early on, the police decided that Abbott 
was innocent and refused to let a jury decide 
for themselves. 

Their report said that “while issues of fact 
are more properly the domain of a jury, it 
is considered that no jury properly directed 
could, beyond reasonable doubt, find that 
Constable A shot Steven Wallace other than 
in self defence”. 

The solicitor general agreed. And two 
years on, the Police Complaints Authority 
and the coroner are yet to release their 
reports into Steven’s killing. 

Steven’s mum, Raewyn Wallace, told 
Socialist Worker that her lawyer has advised 
the family not to speak publicly about the 
case. 

But she did say they’ve had lots of 
support from ordinary people around 
the country. 

“We need lots of support,” she said. 
“There’s a long way to go yet.” 



STEVEN WALLACE 


Send letters of support and 
donations to: Steven Wallace 
Independent Inquiry Fund, 

PO Box 22, Waitara. 

Receipts will be provided on request if 
you send your name and address. All 
donations are totally confidential. 



JUSTIN TAUA, a socialist and delegate in the National 
Distribution Union, spoke to Socialist l/l/br/cerabout building 
support for the Wallace family’s campaign in the unions. 


On February 26, NDU apiha Maori organiser Syd Keepa told the Dominion that the 
union had offered the Wallace family “moral and financial support in further legal 
action against the police”. What is the NDU’s official position? 

According to a bulletin released on 4 March, the NDU hasn’t been asked to give financial 
support to the Wallace family, as the Dominion reported. 

The position of the NDU is one of support for an independent public inquiry into the shoot¬ 
ing of Steven Wallace. 

The NDU Maori runanga intends to vote on a policy and present it to the NDU executive. 
This will form the basis of an official NDU policy. 

Why did you get involved with the Steven Wallace campaign? 

As a worker, you can’t turn a blind eye to injustices like the Wallace shooting. My social¬ 
ism has taught me to recognise class enemies - the police being the top of the list. Not as 
individuals, but as an organisation. The question of legalised murder is an important one for 
not only Maori, but all workers. 

How did you get the message out and convince other workers that the union should 
support the Wallace family? 

Last year I ran for NDU vice-president. I wasn’t going to win, but I used the elections to 
raise support for the Wallace family. I called for NDU solidarity with former union members 
laid off from Waitara’s freezing works, where Steven’s dad Jimmy .worked, and from Swandri 
where Steven’s mum Raewyn worked. 

Networks formed during the elections were important in disseminating the petition calling 
for an independent inquiry. Site delegates were encouraged to take copies to their regions 
and jobsites and also take it out onto the streets. 

What would you say to other unionists who want to support the Wallace family’s 
campaign? 

Remember that the basis of all unions are the rank-and-file members. Communicate the 
issue to them first and debate it. Arrive at a resolution, take it to the next level, then raise it at 
all meetings and conferences, and get it turned into official policy. 

The Wallace Family Trust is still in need of not only moral support, but also financial sup¬ 
port. The NDU runanga has been started on a process towards supporting the Wallace family 
campaign. But raising financial assistance has got to be a united union effort with union 
members helping to build their special fighting fund. 
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4,000 march against mayor John Banks 


AUCKLAND IS AWAKE! 


by GRANT MORGAN 

According to police estimates, 
4,000 were on the Wake Up Auck¬ 
land demo on 16 March. 

They were opposing the mar¬ 
ket extremism of mayor John 
Banks and his CitRat faction. 

Breaking their election prom¬ 
ise to freeze rates, Banks & Bo 
want to impose a hefty rise on 
modest homeowners while re¬ 
ducing the rates of the rich. 

They want more motorways, 
which will devastate whole com¬ 
munities and the environment. 

They want private firms to 
charge road tolls in exchange for 
putting up some of the cash for 
motorway construction. 

They are evicting “general” 
council tenants and selling off 
the council homes of pensioners 
once they become vacant. 

But these right-wing fanatics 
are out of their time. Grassroots 
people are sick of them after 
long years of market madness. 

The protests look set to grow, 
going by the wide spectrum of 
people on the march. 

They included Greens, Alli¬ 
ance, Labour, socialists, environ¬ 
mentalists, unionists, pensioners, 
community activists and huge 
numbers of “ordinary people” 
with no particular affiliations. 

The action has just started. 



■ Easily the most popular leaflet on the march had a photo of John Banks 
alongside the words ‘He’s NOT my Fuhrer’. Scores of protesters taped it to their 
fronts and backs to become walking billboards (like the woman above, on left). 
We’ve been told that it’s being made into a T-shirt selling for $20. If you want one, 
contact Socialist Worker and we can pass your details onto the T-shirt makers. 
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CONTACT THE 
SOCIALISTS 
IN YOUR AREA 


★ NORTHLAND 


Phone: Vaughan (09) 433 8897 
Email: vaughang@ihug.co.nz 


★ AUCKLAND 


Meets 7.30pm every Monday at the 
Trade Union Centre, 147 Great North Rd, 
Grey Lynn. Transport available. 

Phone: Len 634 3984 
Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


★TAURANGA 


Phone: Tony 544 1859 
Email: hatosnell@hotmail.com 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone: Bernie 345 9853 
Email: bernieh@clear.net.nz 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Monday at Room 2, 
Crossways (back entrance), Elizabeth St, 
Mt Victoria. 

Phone: Gordon 972 2296 
Email: gfarris@i4free.co.nz 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Phone: Don 385 5268 
Email: dwa@netaccess.co.nz 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


Socialist Worker members elsewhere in 
Aotearoa and our sister organisations 
overseas can be contacted through 
Socialist Worker's national office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984 

Fax: (09) 634 3936 

Write: PO Box 13-685 Auckland 

Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


Socialist Worker 
is on the internet 

http://au.geocities.com/swo_nz/ 


Please note: this address was 
mis-typed in previous issues 


Socialist Worker 

WHERE WE STAND 



SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis and war. 
Although workers create society’s wealth, 
it is controlled by the ruling class for its 
own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when the 
working class takes control of social 
wealth and democratically plans its 
production and distribution to meet 
human needs, not private profits. This will 
eliminate all class divisions in society. 

Stalinist countries such as China and 
Cuba, just like the former Soviet Union 
and the Eastern bloc, have nothing to do 
with socialism. They are state capitalist. 
We support the struggles of workers 
against every dictatorial stalinist ruling 
class. 

REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 

The present system cannot be 
reformed to end exploitation and oppres¬ 
sion, contrary to what Alliance, Labour 
and union leaders claim. It must be 
overthrown by the working class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, police 
and judiciary protect the ruling class. 
These institutions cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state—a democratic workers state based 
on workers councils and workers militia. 

INTERNATIONALISM 

Workers in every country are exploited 
by capitalism, so the struggle for social¬ 
ism is global. 

We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. We support all 
genuine national liberation struggles. 


We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading working 
class revolutions around the world. 

LIBERATION FROM 
OPPRESSION 

We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, Maori, 
Pacific Islanders, lesbians and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used to 
divide the working class. 

We support the right of all oppressed 
groups to organise for their own defence. 
Their liberation is essential to socialist 
revolution and impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori self 
determination. 

The government’s approach to Treaty 
claims has benefited a Maori elite while 
doing little for working class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will only 
become a reality with the establishment 
of a workers’ state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

To achieve socialism the most militant 
sections of the working class have to be 
organised into a mass revolutionary 
socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of building 
such a party through involvement in the 
day-to-day struggles of workers and the 
oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisation 
must grow in size and influence to provide 
leadership in the struggle for working class 
self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions with a 
rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to fight 
for socialism, then join us. 
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I\IZ views on the US war 


‘A WAR WITHOUT MORAL OR 
STRATEGIC RESTRAINT’ 

CHRIS TROTTER in his ‘From the Left’ Dominion column (extracts): 


Six months have passed since the tragic 
events of September 11. In the smoke 
and carnage of that awful day, one phrase 
repeated over and over: “Everything has 
changed.” 

Most of us interpreted those words to 
mean that the peculiarly American notion 
that somehow the United States holds a 
free pass from history had vanished with 
the twin towers. 

Some of us even hoped that the loss of so 
many innocent lives would cause the Bush 
administration to re-examine its key foreign 
policy assumptions. 

When British prime minister Tony Blair 
declared to last year’s Labour Party confer¬ 
ence in Brighton: “The kaleidoscope has 
been shaken. The pieces are influx. Soon 


they will settle again. Before they do, let us 
re-order this world around us”, I applauded 
him enthusiastically. 

Harder-headed leftists dismissed the 
prime minister’s words out of hand, and 
castigated me for “falling under Tony Blair’s 
spell”. 

Auckland screenwriter Dean Parker said 
bluntly that my admiration for Mr Blair’s 
words was “daft”. 

In a similar vein, Wellington singer- 
songwriter Don Franks urged readers of 
Socialist Worker to “set aside word play for 
determined, united, international anti-war 
action, with or without the assistance of 
Chris Trotter”. 

Six months on and everything has changed 
- including my opinion of the motives and 



CHRIS TROTTER 


morality of George W. Bush’s “war against 
terrorism”. 

The Bush administration is aggressively 
committed to a war without moral or strate¬ 
gic restraint - to a war without end. 

Not since the 1930s has a single nation 
state posed such a palpable threat to the 
peace of the world. 


Peace activists talk with Labour MP 


by DON FRANKS 

Four activists from Peace Action Welling¬ 
ton met with Labour MP Marian Hobbs 
on 2 March. We raised concerns about 
America’s continuing war and the NZ 
government’s support for that war. 

We showed her the Peace Movement 
Aotearoa petition that we’ve collected 
several thousand signatures for. 

“As a member of the NZ government, 
no way do I think that we’re in the business 
of giving military support for vengeance,” 
Hobbs said. 

“We put one lot of troops in [to Afghani¬ 
stan] the other day, but one other lot didn’t 
go, because we did not agree with what they 
would be used for.” 

“We have a total of 20 people in Afghani¬ 
stan. The NZ troops are there solely to help 
rebuild society and deliver food to starving 
people in the snow. I have no problems with 
that whatsoever. I feel proud of that.” 

We argued that the NZ troops are there 
to serve the interests of the US state. 

“The NZ troops are not attached to the 
Americans,” she replied. 

We asked for an assurance that NZ 
troops would play no part in the war that 
Bush says he will spread to Iraq. 

“We’re trying our best not to get in¬ 
volved in that,” said Hobbs. 


She revealed that, when the US started 
talking abour war with Iraq, “all our eye¬ 
brows went up around the cabinet table”. 

She said “there’s no way we want to be 
involved” in a war against Iraq or Iran. 

“This thing about Somalia was just 
bullshit. But I can’t say what will happen 
in the future.” 

The Labour MP suggested there were a 
lot of peace initiatives “we do behind the 
scenes that don’t get into the right-wing 
media”. 

But we wouldn’t buy this. 

We challenged her to produce one clear 
statement, published or unpublished, by any 
member of the government saying: “Ameri¬ 
ca’s war is wrong, it must stop, and NZ sup¬ 
port for the war must also stop now.” 

Hobbs said that would be empty rhetoric 
and wouldn’t make a difference. 

We said it would be courageous rhetoric. 
And it would make a difference. It made a 
difference when the Kirk government sent a 
frigate to protest at French nuclear tests. 

We called on her to join our peace vigil at 
the Cenotaph in protest at the bombing. 

She gave that a very clear “No”. 

Hobbs then questioned the figures about 
the “thousands” who had been killed by 
American bombs. 

We offered her the latest information, as 
well as saying even if it was only a dozen 


. 
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killed it would still be wrong. 

After suggesting the NZ government was 
acting behind the scenes as a force for peace, 
Hobbs changed tack to say: 

“I don't hold up the Taleban as a society of 
peace and beauty. We are against terrorism. I 
don’t mind trying to go after al Quaeda.” 

We responded: “Do you think the bomb¬ 
ing of innocent civilians by Bush and Blair 
is the way to achieve that?” 

Quietly, but very definitely, Hobbs said: 
“I’m not going down that road, all right?” 

After 40 minutes we mutually agreed 
to call it a day after a frank exchange of 
conflicting views. 

We thanked Hobbs for fronting up and 
giving our delegation a decent hearing, un¬ 
like some other politicians who use various 
means to avoid us. 
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War 

without end ? 

US president George Bush and British prime minister Tony Blair are preparing 
to launch war on Iraq. But, as CHRIS NINEHAM explains, this could unleash 
opposition which they might find hard to contain. 




US threats to unilaterally escalate the war have sent 
shockwaves around the world. 

Members of the French, German, Canadian and 
Japanese governments, all part of the Western coali¬ 
tion, have expressed alarm and warned against pre¬ 
cipitate US action. Within two weeks of Bush's “axis 
of evil” speech, protests against war had been reported 
in Japan, Iran and South Korea. 

The US establishment remains defiant and united. 
Spokesmen are barely bothering to link their new 
hitlist, which includes Iran, Iraq and North Korea, to a 
campaign against terrorist networks. War is now threat¬ 
ened against any or all regimes which fail to comply 
with US policy - and its allies can take it or leave it. 

Regarded as a moderate in Washington terms, US 
secretary of state Colin Powell recently conceded that 
US allies will be consulted about plans for a “regime 
change” in Iraq, but he added: “We have to preserve the 
option to act alone.” Their arrogance is breathtaking. 
Action against Iraq is expected sometime after Iraq 
takes a decision on whether to allow in arms inspectors. 
But a US spokesman added the rider: “We won’t take 
yes for an answer.” 

This frightening departure confirms what many in 
the anti-war movement have been saying from the 
start - the Western powers have been using the horrific 
attack of 11 September as an opportunity to pursue 
wider geopolitical ambitions. 

The balance sheet from Afghanistan bears this 
out. Far from bringing liberation, the war has brought 
almost unimaginable misery to a country already on 
its knees. One estimate suggests 8,000 innocent people 
have been killed by Western military action, and no one 
contests that many continue to die due to the hunger 
and disease that trails in the wake of war. 

Despite this desperate situation, and despite the 
fact that the interim government is already showing 
signs of murderous factional infighting, the promised 
reconstruction package has not materialised. The 
interim government in Afghanistan has bid for 
$45 billion of aid. Tbe World Bank estimates 
the country needs between $15 and $20 
billion in the next few years if it is to 
lift itself out of “a situation that is 
really extreme”. So far only $3 bil¬ 
lion has been pledged. 

For the Pentagon on the other 
hand, it’s been a good war so far. 
Apart from the kudos of “vic¬ 
tory” in Afghanistan, the US 
has come out of it with at least 
13 new military bases and 
camps in the bordering states, 


including a huge base at Khanabad in Uzbekistan, and a 
“transportation hub” at Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan housing 
3,000 soldiers with warplanes and surveillance aircraft. 
The Pentagon has already started periodic replace¬ 
ment and rotation of troops in a clear signal that they 
intend to stay. Hawks within the administration have 
been pushing for a military presence in central Eurasia 
for years. In 1998, congress introduced the “Silk Road 
Strategy Act” to push for control of the oil supplies that 
will soon come on line in these countries. 

The operation reveals the working relationship 
between the military, state finance and big business 
which drives imperialism. Since the troops have been 
“welcomed” in Kazakhistan, Bush has rewarded the 
unelected government with a promise of $52 million 
in aid, but only on condition that a large proportion is 
spent on US weapons systems. 

Likewise, Uzbekistan has been offered $136 mil¬ 
lion in US import-export bank credits. So US arms 
manufacturers and others get new contracts and the 
US is well positioned to control the oil and to contest 
Russian or Chinese influence in the area. 

Encouraged by their swift success in Afghanistan 
and the added bonus of a $120 billion arms spending 
hike, the hawks could not resist looking further afield. 
They now believe they have an opportunity to strength¬ 
en their grip on the Middle East and address their wor¬ 
ries in the Asian Pacific rim. A successful attack on Iraq 
would have obvious benefits. Saddam Hussein’s regime 
has become a symbolic test of US strength in the area, 
Iraq is a major oil producer and stands at the Western 
end of the Silk Route. Further east the US has long 
had concerns about China. On present growth trends 
of 7 to 8 per cent a year, China threatens to become 
the dominant power in the Far East, and its recent 
pact with Russia and neighbouring states could extend 
its influence westwards. A military presence in South 
Korea is crucial to the strategy to contain China, and 
threats against North Korea are designed to ensure that 
US troops stay in the south. Meanwhile, the campaign 
against the Abu Sayyaf terrorists in the Philippines, 
strategically placed on the South China Sea route, is a 
useful pretext to put US troops back into that country 
after their withdrawal in 1992. 

This is clearly a critical moment for US foreign 
policy. As Joseph Biden, chair of the US Senate’s 
foreign relations committee, put it: “The good news 
is we’re the world’s only superpower. The bad news is 
we’re the world’s only superpower.” The US military 
is unchallenged in terms of brute firepower, and is way 
ahead of any competition technologically. As it pushes 
forward with new technologies of unmanned aircraft 
and missile defence systems, even its closest allies in 
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Nato are in danger of becoming incapable of fighting 
alongside it. Whatever the future for the National Mis¬ 
sile Defence system, the might of the US war machine 
is already daunting. The US has nearly 1,000 strategic 
nuclear weapons, 136 naval ships on overseas service 
and a quarter of a million military personnel abroad, 
including 90,000 troops in East Asia and the Pacific. 

But the US empire is not uncontested, as some on 
the left suggest. Imperialism is actually a product of 
competition. The reason Western-driven globalisation 
needs an armed wing is precisely because it faces chal¬ 
lenges around the globe. And massive arms spending 
can’t guarantee US ascendancy. Either other powers 
will be forced to catch up, or the disproportionate 
military spending will damage the US economy. 

The attraction of the military option for the US 
establishment conceals more immediate problems. The 
truth is that there is a mismatch between US military 
might and its economic muscle. After the Second World 
War, the US accounted for about half of world eco¬ 
nomic output. Although it has bounced back recently, 
that figure still only stands at around 30% today. 

Historically, US ascendancy in the West and else¬ 
where has been won with the carrot and the stick. The 
billions of US dollars pumped into a devastated Europe 
after the Second World War were crucial to America’s 
ability to rebuild markets and head off social unrest. 
Its meanness in postwar Afghanistan suggests how 
much things have changed. Its global aid policy tells 
the same story. World Bank figures show US foreign 
aid provision has fallen from over 0.5% of GDP in the 
1960s to under 0.2% today. 

The developing approach seems to be the one chill¬ 
ingly summed up by the Pentagon official who told the 
world recently: “We don’t do peace.” 

A militarised foreign policy carries big political 
costs. With the exception of the ever-loyal British La¬ 
bour Party prime minister Tony Blair, America’s Nato 
allies clearly feel out in the cold. They know they will 
have little stake in a war on Bush’s “axis of evil”. It’s in 
their interests to argue for a policy of dialogue with so- 
called “rogue states”.They are also genuinely nervous 


about the impact that an assault on Iraq would have 
on regimes in the Middle East and beyond. 

The attacks on Afghanistan didn’t trigger full-scale 
anti-government uprisings in Saudi Arabia, Pakistan 
or elsewhere. But the bitterness hasn’t gone away. The 
Saudi royal family is extremely jumpy about growing 
domestic opposition. In January it raised the possibil¬ 
ity of expelling US troops from Saudi soil for the first 
time. In February, fearing protest, it massively stepped 
up security at this year’s Haj, when up to one million 
Muslims travel to Mecca. 

The threat of unilateral action is leaving many 
Middle East regimes with little room for manoeuvre. 
They want the benefits that come from close relations 
with the US, but they can't be seen to support more 
military action. The Iranian authorities are doing 
everything they can to give out pro-US signals, but 
last month they had to respond to anti-US anger by 
allowing the normally low-key commemoration of 
the revolution to become a mass display of opposi¬ 
tion to US imperialism. Meanwhile, the war on terror 
has encouraged the Israeli government to step up its 
repression of the Palestinians, further raising tension 
in the region. 

As one unnamed Arab diplomat in Washington said 
recently: “It’s a nightmare situation for us. We feel the 
Americans will take very drastic action, and we have 
to be prepared for such a reality. But public opinion in 
the street will not see this as a benign attempt to restore 
order, but as American imperialism.” 

Public opinion is a real issue across the world given 
the record of the economic model that the US has been 
championing for the last 25 years. Corporate globalisa¬ 
tion has successfully brought almost every part of the 
globe into the world market, and opened up previously 
state-run sectors to commercial interests. In the proc¬ 
ess it has massively increased the power and reach of 
mainly Western-based multinationals. 

But for most around the world the experience has 
been devastating. The global labour force has more 
than doubled since 1965, but the number of people 


Protesters label 
Bush as ‘evil’ on 
a recent trip to 
South Korea 


‘11 September 
has failed to 
derail the 
anti-capitalist 
movement’ 


12 SOCIALIST WORKER 22 March 2002 














Protest at the 
US military 
base at 
Christchurch 
airport last year 


earning less than $1 a day has rocketed to over one 
billion. This rise in human misery, combined with the 
sell-off of essential services, has led to a decline in basic 
indicators of well-being like health, education, diet and 
life expectancy. This is happening in vast areas of the 
globe, from sub-Saharan Africa to central Eurasia, the 
Middle East and many parts of Latin America. 

Despite America’s 10-year boom, neo-liberalism has 
been a negative experience for most, even in capitalist 
heartlands. Real average income has failed to rise in the 
US over the last 15 years despite a massive increase in 
working hours and j ob insecurity. The erosion of social 
security and healthcare provision has left millions with 
no safety net. Close ties between aggressive corporate 
capital and a compliant state are always in danger of 
spilling over into the public domain, as they did with 
the Enron scandal. 

These experiences gave birth to the anti-capitalist 
movement in both North and South. For all the wishful 
thinking of the ruling classes, 11 September has failed 
to derail that movement. 

After initial disorientation in some places, most 
activists have understood both the dangers and the 
real dynamic of the “war on terror”, and have come 
out clearly against it. This was demonstrated at the 
beginning of February when, on the same weekend, 
10,000 marched against militarism in Munich and 
huge anti-capitalist gatherings in New York and Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, put opposition to the war at the centre 
of their protests. 

Recession in the US and Europe, and economic 
stagnation in Japan, can only deepen discontent. This 
in turn presents the possibility of the link-up of the 
anti-capitalist movement with much wider forces, 
particularly organised workers. In some countries this 
process is already underway. In Italy, the social forums 
which emerged out of the Genoa anti-capitalist oritests 
have helped create a huge new left with real roots in 
the working class. It’s significant too that the MST 
landless labourers’ movement in Brazil brought huge 
contingents on the Porto Alegre demonstrations. 

Against this background, the US turn to¬ 
wards a militarised foreign policy looks more 
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risky. Even in the short term, increased arms spend¬ 
ing can only further erode social cohesion. US social 
spending has already been cut back as a direct result of 
a commitment to increased arms expenditure. 

And there are other dangers inherent in the US’s 
hawkish new confidence. Recent military adventures 
were given careful ideological cover. Desert Storm in 
1991 was a response to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, 
intervention in the Balkans was passed off as a humani¬ 
tarian war, and the assault on Afghanistan could be 
presented as an understandable reaction to the attacks 
on the Pentagon and World Trade Centre. 

Now there seems little ideological justification for 
their next assult other than naked aggression. 

Henry Kissinger exemplified the new spirit of open¬ 
ness when he admitted recently in the Korean Times: 
“The issue is not whether Iraq was involved in the 
terrorist attack on the United States, though no doubt 
there was some intelligence contact between Iraqi in¬ 
telligence and one of the chief plotters. The challenge 
of Iraq is essentially geopolitical.” 

Camp X-Ray is also a product of the new open spirit 
of aggression. The photos released from Guantanamo 
Bay by the authorities can have had only one purpose 
- to show that the US is prepared to use horrific bar¬ 
barity against anyone who dares oppose it. 

In practice, as well, an assault on Iraq may well be 
a very different proposition to the strikes against the 
poorly armed and unsupported Taleban. No proxy 
forces are obviously available to attack Iraq, and lead¬ 
ing Washington hawk Richard Perle himself recently 
suggested an invasion might push Saddam Hussein to 
use biological weapons. His briefing suggested that up 
to 200,000 US troops would be necessary for a ground 
assault. 

A Strategic Forecast analysis reports that there is 
still nervousness about this option in Washington, so 
much so that the State Department is apparently op¬ 
posing the Pentagon’s confrontational approach. It’s 
pushing for a planned coup in Iraq to unseat Saddam 
Hussein as “the quiet option, the one that will cause 
the fewest ripples in the Middle East and the 
rest of the world”. 

Whatever option they choose, opposition 
to the expansion of the war on terror is likely 
to be massive. Given the present mood in 
Washington it would be foolish to rely on 
the persuasive powers of traditional allies 
on the US. But the fact that government 
ministers in Europe and elsewhere are 
speaking out against war will encourage 
anti-war activists everywhere. 

Defeating the Taleban is one thing. 
Dealing with mass opposition is quite 
another. The Vietnam War showed how 
the combination of local opposition and 
a domestic anti-war movement could 
stop the US near the height of its 
powers. As the US takes on more 
and more enemies it risks creating a 
global movement against war. 
And, because the war is so 
tightly linked to Western com¬ 
mercial interests, it can quickly 
turn into a movement that 
generalises against the whole 
system. The job of socialists 
is to build this movement as 
widely and energetically as pos¬ 
sible, and at the same time tie it 
into the revolt against corporate 
rule and privatisation at home. 

George Bush may yet regret 
the day he said: “You are either 
with us or against us.” 
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WORKERS' SURVEY 


This Workers’ Survey is the third of 
many that Socialist Worker intends to 
feature. 

We are asking every person the same 
five questions. This approach allows our 
readers to compare responses from a 
wide range of workers, unemployed, 
students and homemakers. 

A clearer picture of political trends 
within the working class will start to 
form over a longer period. 

The opinions of grassroots people are 
important to Socialist Worker. 

We want our readers to take part 
in the survey. You could also ask your 
neighbours, workmates and friends to do 
likewise. Send your photo too. 

Contact Socialist Worker for survey 
forms. Or write the questions and your 
responses on a bit of paper, along with 
your contact details and occupation, and 
send it in. Or email your survey info to 
socialist-worker@pl.net 

Q.1 Who should workers support 
in the next election, and why? 

S. BATTEN The Green Party. 

ALLY CRUMP Labour. 

NIGEL HUNTER Not Labour or the Al¬ 
liance - they’re both corrupt. 

AMY McDAID It depends on the worker. 
For me it’s Labour, because I don’t have 
to pay interest on my student loan. 

ALLAN McEVOY Who knows? They’re 
all pretty shoddy. Maybe the Greens. 
Maybe the Alliance - if they can resur¬ 
rect a semblance of a socially concerned 
political entity, and I hope they can 
because the other options aren’t that 
appealing. 

REBECCA McEVOY Matt McCarten, 
because he wants to keep our public 
assets. 

WARREN NG Labour, Alliance and 
Greens. I support Helen Clark's view 
that NZ will become a republic. 

JULIAN PALMER The Alliance - to 
keep Labour honest. 

EDWARD SMITH It’s too early to say. 

M. TE WHATA Vote for Labour, because 
they cover unions. 

ANDRE TURNER The Greens and the 
Alliance. 

DARREN WALLACE The Greens, who 
are inclusive and democratic. And the 
Alliance. 


The people who took part in this 
survey are (in alphabetical order): 

S. BATTEN worker, Auckland 
ALLY CRUMP student, Auckland 

LATIFUL FARHAD student, 
Auckland 

NIGEL HUNTER unemployed, 
Auckland 

ERICA MARCH student, Auckland 
AMY McDAID student, Auckland 
ALLAN McEVOY worker, Auckland 

REBECCA McEVOY student, 
Auckland 

WARREN NG unemployed, 
Auckland 

JULIAN PALMER student, 
Wellington 

EDWARD SMITH unemployed, 
Auckland 

M.TE WHATA worker, Auckland 
ANDRE TURNER worker, Auckland 

DARREN WALLACE worker, 
Auckland 

KYLE WEBSTER worker, 
Christchurch 


KYLE WEBSTER Probably the Green 
Party. Their policies are more progres¬ 
sive. They oppose genetic engineering 
and the war in Afghanistan. They also 
support the freedom to strike campaign, 
and their MPs have no problem being 
seen on picket lines. 


Q.2 The Labour-Alliance gov¬ 
ernment has backed the attack on 
Afghanistan by the US state, which 
says it will also attack other coun¬ 
tries. What is your attitude to that? 

S. BATTEN They had no choice. Bush 
terrorised the rest of the world with his 
statement ‘if you aren’t with us, you’re 
against us’. 

ALLY CRUMP I don’t agree with war. 

I understand the backing of the US 
government against Afghanistan, but cer¬ 
tainly not war against other countries. 

LATIFUL FARHAD Everywhere there 
are some bad people, but most people in 
the world are very good. In Afghanistan, 
some innocent people were also at¬ 
tacked, which is really unfair. 

NIGEL HUNTER I don’t believe in it. 

ERICA MARCH They shouldn’t back the 


war. The attitude to this is wrong. 

AMY McDAID I’ve got mixed feelings. 
The US had to do something, but I feel 
this may only contribute to continued 
violence in the future. 

ALLAN McEVOY Our current lead¬ 
ers are no doubt under pressure to 
support the war, or we as a nation will 
suffer negative consequences in terms 
of trade. Remember David Lange 
saying how the French blackmailed his 
government to release the ‘Rainbow 
Warrior’ bombers. I think that any NZ 
government, other than one dominated 
by the Greens, will do the same. It’s 
wrong and it sucks, but it’s the reality 
of the situation. 

REBECCA McEVOY If terrorism is 
attacking innocent civilians, America is 
just as guilty of that as Afghanistan. We 
should quietly withdraw our approval or 
let them know they can take a hike. 

WARREN NG The ‘stop the war’ pro¬ 
tests are interesting. The United Nations 
hasn’t signed a peace agreement with 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders yet. 

JULIAN PALMER Leave the Afghanis in 
peace. I deplore the naked aggression of 
the US and bin Laden. 

EDWARD SMITH Our government is 
scared of the Yanks. 

M.TE WHATA It’s not our argument. 

ANDRE TURNER ‘Mass graves for the 
pump when the price is set.’ [From a 
song about the politics of oil wells by 
Rage Against the Machine.] 

DARREN WALLACE It will cause a refu¬ 
gee explosion and destabilise countries. 

KYLE WEBSTER It’s a gutless and cow¬ 
ardly attempt to shore up a trade deal 
with the US. 


Q.3 The Labour-Alliance govern¬ 
ment has outlawed political, solidari¬ 
ty and environmental strikes, just like 
the last National government. What 
do you think about that? 

S. BATTEN Most politicians suck. 

ALLY CRUMP I didn’t know that. I’d 
like more information before making 
comment. 

NIGEL HUNTER I expected that. 

ERICA MARCH We should be allowed 
to strike if we want to. It’s important that 
people can have their say 
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■ ERICA MARCH on the outlawing of most strikes: 

‘We should be allowed to strike if we want to. 
It’s important that people can have their say.’ 
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ALLAN McEVOY This is wrong. It 
smacks of oppressive. Stalinist-type 
government procedures. Attacks on 
civil liberties and freedoms are part of 
a global trend to snuff out opposition 
to globalisation and corporate control 
of economies. It’s something we should 
all resist. Together. In solidarity. 

REBECCA McEVOY It’s disgusting. 

How is taking away the public’s right to 
a voice in any way democratic? 

JULIAN PALMER I’m not sure if they 
have? In terms of political, solidarity and 
environmental strikes, I think they’re 
heading in the left direction. 

EDWARD SMITH I'm against it. 

M. TE WHATA We should walk out. 

ANDRE TURNER It's disastrous. We 
should ban corporate election financing. 

DARREN WALLACE Labour is going 
to crowd out opposition, cater to big 



ANDRETURNER on genetic 
engineering: ‘Corporate control 
over food must be stopped’ 



KYLE WEBSTER on public-pri¬ 
vate partnerships: ‘It’s a sell-out 
to big business’ 


business and shut down indigenous 
people. 

KYLE WEBSTER When the nurses 
went on strike in Christchurch, local 
Labour MP Tim Barnett was drowned 
out by jeers. We told him that he should 
get a real job after he was granted his 
third pay rise in a year. The chair of the 
Canterbury District Health Board is old- 
time Labour Party man Syd Bradley. The 
smile went off his face when the nurses 
threatened more industrial action and 
the hospital doctors passed motions of 
no confidence. 


Q.4 The Labour-Alliance govern¬ 
ment is proposing that private firms 
be allowed to gain long-term control 
over local government assets under 
‘public-private partnerships’. How do 
you feel about that? 

S. BATTEN Most politicians suck. 

ALLY CRUMP I strongly object. 

NIGEL HUNTER It stinks. 

ERICA MARCH It’s wrong. If we sell all 
our government businesses off to other 
firms, what will New Zealand have left? 

AMY McDAID It’s not a good idea. 

ALLAN McEVOY Stop it now! The 
example of Telecom should show us that 
private sector involvement means big 
profits, big prices and all the benefit goes 
out of the community. English examples 
of public-private partnerships also show 
that private sector involvement leads to 
more of the same. People should read 
chapter one of George Monbiot’s book 
‘Captive State: The Corporate Takeover 
of Britain'. It’s an eye-opener to how 
these public-private partnerships work 
in real life. 

REBECCA McEVOY No way! Public 
assets should stay public and free. Who 
do they think they are? 

WARREN NG There shouldn’t be any 
private electricity firms. 

JULIAN PALMER If it’s true, it sucks. 
Local government is the key to real 
change. Local government isn’t really 
understood by the general electorate. It’s 
the building place for real change, either 
left or wrong. 

EDWARD SMITH I’m against it. 

M. TE WHATA It stinks. Never contract 
out public assets. 


ANDRETURNER The WTO’s General 
Agreement on Trade & Services must 
not enter New Zealand. 

DARREN WALLACE More government- 
owned assets are needed. 

KYLE WEBSTER It’s a disgusting sell¬ 
out to big business. 


Q.5 What is your attitude to ge¬ 
netic engineering? 

S. BATTEN No GE! 

ALLY CRUMP GE has a place in sci¬ 
ence, but needs strict ethics and political 
guidelines to guide appropriate imple¬ 
mentation. 

LATIFUL FARHAD It’s very helpful for 
the modern world. As a student, I’m very 
interested in GE. 

NIGEL HUNTER It sucks. 

ERICA MARCH Screw GE. Why do we 
have the right to play god? We don’t. 

AMY McDAID We need it. Medicine 
has come a long way through GE, with 
people receiving better treatment with 
fewer side effects. For instance, insulin 
production for diabetes. It’s all been 
blown out of proportion by the pub¬ 
lic. There does need to be regulations, 
though, particularly around food prod¬ 
ucts and stem-cell research. 

ALLAN McEVOY Leave it out of 
New Zealand. As the rest of the world 
becomes more contaminated, our clean 
green image will bring us customers 
looking for increasingly scarce natural 
organic products. We could be sitting on 
a goldmine of export income. Also, tests 
are showing the yield of organic crops 
still outweighs that of GE crops, so why 
would you even go there unless you re¬ 
ally did want to control the world’s food 
chain. It’s food for thought. 

REBECCA McEVOY Yuck! Get it out of 
our country and use willing guinea pigs. 
GE-free New Zealand all the way. We’re 
all natural and want to stay that way. 

JULIAN PALMER It has to be control¬ 
led. Feeding the poor should be done 
according to a fair and reasonable 
conscience. No compromises on public 
well-being. 

EDWARD SMITH I’m half and half on 
the issue. 

M. TE WHATA It’s stupid. People are 
humans, not cows or veges. 

ANDRETURNER Corporate control 
over food must be stopped. 

DARREN WALLACE It’s about control 
and fleecing of the public. There’s no 
safeguards, no sense of responsibility. 

KYLE WEBSTER If food production 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 
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This 23-year-old was handcuffed, 
held for half an hour, stripped, 
made to kneel and... 


EXECUTED 
BY ISRAEL 


Israel’s prime minister, Ariel Sharon, has 
unleashed slaughter on the Palestinian 
people. 

Look at the photos on this page. 

They show Israeli soldiers executing 23- 
year-old Palestinian Mahmoud Salah in a 
Jerusalem street on 8 March. 

He was one of 40 Palestinians murdered 
on that one day alone. 

Ten eyewitnesses saw the execution of 
Mahmoud Salah, a member of the A1 Aqsa 
group. 

The Israeli police claimed they had re¬ 
ceived an anonymous call that he was about 
to carry out a suicide attack. 

One witness, Yehiya A1 Waari, 56, says: 
“He was immediately handcuffed, then the 
policemen raised his arms and threw him 
against my car. 

“A policeman had put his foot on his neck. 
Another was holding his legs. 

“All the neighbours and myself saw from 
our windows how he was executed half an 
hour after his arrest. 


“Members of the special units who ex¬ 
ecuted Salah were repeating Let’s kill him.” 

If Mahmoud Salah was really about to 
explode a bomb, why did Israeli forces 
handcuff him and stand next to him for half 
an hour? 

Over 1,200 Palestinians have been killed 
in the last 17 months, four times the number 
of Israelis. 

Even an Israeli court foun d Sharon shared 
responsibility for the massacre of over 2,000 
Palestinians in the Sabra and Shatilla refu¬ 
gee camps when he was defence minister 
in 1982. 

But US president George Bush says that 
Palestinians must stop resisting Zionist ter¬ 
ror and cave into the demands of Sharon 
the butcher. 

Ever more Palestinians are turning to 
desperate resistance because they don’t 
have justice. 

And without justice, denied by Zionists 
like Sharon and the US state, there won’t be 
any peace in the Middle East. 



The man responsible for 
this Zionist terror, Ariel 
Sharon, is treated as an 
honoured politician by 
Helen Clark’s government. 
Turn to page 4. 



























